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ABSTRACT
A field experiment was conducted in Rabi, 2023-24 to evaluate of proso millet varieties and
sowing dates for optimal growth and yield. The study was conducted in a randomized block design

(RBD) with a factorial concept and was replicated thrice. The experimental treatments included three
proso millet varieties, TNAU 164 (V ), TNPm 230 (V,) and CO 4 (V,) and three sowing dates | FN of

October (D,), Il FN of October (D,), and I FN of November (D,). The results revealed that growth
parameters, including plant height, dry matter production, days to 50% flowering, and days to maturity,
were significantly influenced by both the variety and the sowing date. TNPm 230 (V,) exhibited superior
plant height and dry matter accumulation at most growth stages compared to TNAU 164 (V,) and CO 4
(V,). Additionally, the I FN of October (D,) resulted in the highest growth metrics across all stages. The
variety, CO 4 (V,) took the longest time to reach days to 50% flowering and maturity, while the sowing

date of I FN of October required more time for these phenological stages compared to the other sowing
dates. In terms of yield attributes. This variety has achieved the highest grain yield (1551 kg ha*) and
stover yield (2422 kg ha). The sowing during the I FN of October led to the maximum grain yield (1619
kg hat) and stover yield (2545 kg ha*). Harvest index was not significantly affected by variety but was
higher for the I FN of October compared to the | FN of November month.
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