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Prawn culture has been recognized as part
of agriculture activity in many coastal districts
including Krishna district of  Andhra Pradesh and
gaining momentum now-a-days, since the gestation
period is short, technology is easy to operate and
returns were higher. As disasters have become
annual feature, the prawn farmers were facing many
losses to their prawn ponds. Tsunami that occurred
on 26th of December, 2004, reported as the huge
rupture and conceivable as the sea floor deformed
all the way long (Charles Mc Creery, 2004), had
caused loss of Rs. 10 crores to aquaculture
damaging the prawn ponds, infrastructure and also
wiped away the entire crop.

Considering the above back drop depicting
the shattered economic conditions of the prawn
farmers, vulnerable situation, it was felt desirable to
develop a strategy to reduce the affect of Tsunami
and to create awareness about preparedness and
coping mechanisms to mitigate Tsunami.

In the light of methodology suggested by
Wilkinson and Bhandarkar 1984, ‘Case study
method’ was followed in the present study to explore
and analyze the life of prawn farmers of Koduru
mandal in Krishna district of A.P. affected due to
recent Tsunami hazard in terms of maladies and
remedies so as to attain satisfaction of prawn
farmers. In otherwords, the past events with pros
and cons were analysed interms of three functional
units covered under three case-lets and the
integrated affect of Tsunami was reflected in the form
of a case study.

The case-lets entitled Unexpected wave of
misfortune, Wiped bunds-weeping farmer, Deep to
deepest in debts were selected each from three
villages of Koduru mandal in Krishna district of Andhra
Pradesh purposively based on the severity of havoc
created by Tsunami on 26th December, 2004.

From the case study over three case-lets,
it was observed that all were small and marginal
farmers following normal prawn culture but not
extensive prawn culture because of their insufficient
assets. All of them have started prawn culture lured
by the immense profits that were obtained during
1993’s. In the subsequent years, all their ponds were
prone to disease attacks and some disasters which
made them to ran into unprecedented debts.
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Tsunami on 26th December 2004, became a black
Sunday on their lives, took everything from their
cultures along with their dreams. The huge gigantic
waves were gone away but their woes have begun.
They became hopeless, lost and went into
depression and shocked to see their shattered
prawn farms and their debts seem to laugh at their
faces savagely.

Strategy is required so as to make
sustainable development in prawn farming in the light
of recent havoc created by Tsunami on December
26th, 2004. The view point was endorsed by subject
matter experts of prawn culture and eminent
scientists like Swaminathan (2005) while suggesting
mangrove restoration to combat the ill effects of
TSunami. It is at this context the following strategy
was developed based on the results of the study
(Fig 1).

Fig. 1 depicts the strategy to mitigate
Tsunami disaster by prawn farmers. One can not
forget the hazardous devastation caused by 26th
December 2004 Tsunami. It has created havoc and
vulnerable situation. The maladies are many and
took lot of time to apply remedies. Eight dimensions
viz., physical, technical, economical, social,
political, cultural, institutional and psychological
were presented as maladies for which remedies were
elicited f rom the prawn farmers interms of
vulnerabilities and capacities.

The lessons learnt from the experience of
the case study were given in the middle box of the
Fig.1. The third box of the Fig.1 reflects a strategy
in terms of preparedness and coping mechanisms.
The strategies were enlisted below:

1.   Plan in advance for construction of strong bunds
by growing small plants which can fix the soil by
their root system and make the bunds withstand to
high velocity winds and flooding to certain extent.

2.   The sea coast, has to be covered by developing
mangroves which can reduce the tidal energy and
there by protect the prawn ponds from destruction
due to Tsunami.

3.   Canal systems and drainage systems were to
be properly constructed in such a way that they
provide diversion of water when there was sudden
raise in water level.
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4.   Bringing attitudinal buildup in the prawn farmers
by preparing their minds to face such sudden
disasters.

5. Educating the farmers about different alarm
signals especially the signals given by the animals,
birds, frogs etc., which can first fore see the coming
disaster by their acute hearing ability, by considering
as a indigenous early warning system.

6. Conducting practice oriented training programmes
to the prawn farmers inorder to escape from Tsunami
disaster.

7.  Reserve funds need to be created to combat and
cope-up with sudden disasters like Tsunami.

Applying the strategy to mitigate Tsunami
disaster, farmers assure good prawn catch followed
by value addition through prawn processing in the
form of development of prawn culture through the
steps like attention, interest, conviction, action and
satisfaction yielding the final output as satisfaction
of prawn farmer.

LITERATURE CITED

Chales Mc Creery 2004 “Tsunami warning
system is place else where”, published in
English Hindu daily. December 28 pp.22

Swaminathan M S 2005 Mangroves can protect
against Tsunamis. Appropriate Technology
32 (1) : 16-17

Wilkinson T  S and Bhandarkar P L 1984
Methodology  and techniques of social
research, Himalaya Publishing House,
Bombay pp: 243

Yojana 2006 Animal instinct: why they are Quick
on the Quake, Yojana 50(5): 25

Department of Extension Education,
Agricultural College,
 Bapatla - 522 101,
(A.P), India.

K Swetha
P Venkataramaiah

(Received on 17.11.2006 and revised on 22.10.2007)

264        Swetha and Venkataramaiah        AAJ 55


