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ABSTRACT
Field experiments were conducted at Agricultural College Farm, Bapatla, to study the response of maize to

different N levels under zero-till conditions after rice during rabi seasons of 2008 and 2009. The experiment was
conducted in split plot design with four replications. The treatments consisted of four nitrogen -levels (No: No
nitrogen, NI: 75 kg ha -1, N2: 150 kg ha-I and N3: 225 kg ha-1) as sub plots and the six nitrogen management practices
(M

1
:120 kg N ha-1, (M2:180 kg N ha-1, M3: 240 kg N ha-1, M4: 120 kg N ha-1+ GLM@ 10 t ha-1, M5: 180 kg N ha-1+ GLM

@ 10 t ha-1 and M6: 240 kg N ha-1 + GLM @ 10 t ha-1) imposed in preceding rice crop as main plots. The soil was
sandy clay loam in texture, slightly alkaline in reaction, low in organic carbon and available N and medium in
available phosphorus and high in available potassium. The study of the investigation revealed that each unit
increase in N level led to significant increase in growth characters and yield of maize. Popular maize hybrid pioneer
30 V 92 was used for the study. Data collected on growth characters viz., plant height, dry matter accumulation,
number of number of days to 50% tasseling, number of days to 50% silking, kernel yield, stover yield, economic
returns were significantly influenced by different N levels given to maize. Higher plant height (231.1 and 247.3 cm,
respectively) and dry matter accumulation of maize at tasseling (4078 and 4950 kg ha 1, respectively) and at maturity
(13224 and 13429 kg ha-1, respectively) was recorded with application of 225 kg N ha 1 during both the years of
study. The plot that received 240 kg N ha-1 + GLM @ 10 t ha-lin kharif rice (M6) as main plot and 225 kg N ha-1 to
maize (N3) recorded higher net returns and B: C ratio during both the years of study.

Key words:  Glyricidia leaf manure, Maize, Nitrogen levels, Zero-till conditions.
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Cultivation of maize gained momentum
during rabi season especially under zero-tillage in
rice fallows in Andhra Pradesh. The area under
maize in Andhra Pradesh has been increased from
428000 ha in 2001-02 to 863000 ha in 2009-10  and
it is 2.81 lakh hectares during rabi season. Among
several management practices that affect crop
productivity,  fertilizer application especially
nitrogen in cereals is of paramount importance for
its role in growth and development of the crop.
Farmers in the Krishna delta region at present are
using chemical fertilizers indiscriminately to get
good yields in maize under rice-fallow situations.
The nutrient requirement in par ticular, N
requirement for zero till crop has been thought to
be higher due to undisturbed soil condition in
comparison to the crop raised under normal and
conventional method of cultivation with proper
preparation of land. To improve and sustain the
productivity of maize in rice fallows under zero-till

conditions, the fertilizer N need is yet to be
quantified. Hence, the present investigation was
taken up to study the response of maize in rice
fallows to different nitrogen levels under no-till
condition.

MATERIAL  AND METHODS
Field experiments were conducted at

Agricultural College Farm, Bapatla, during rabi
seasons of 2008 and 2009. The experimental soil
was sandy clay loam in texture, having soil pH of
7.8 and EC of 0.3 d Sm-l, low in organic carbon
content (0.3%) and available soil nitrogen(144 kg
N ha-l), and medium in phosphorus (34 kg) and high
in potassium content (591 kg). The experiment was
laid out in split plot design comprising of four levels
of nitrogen (No: No nitrogen, N1: 75 kg ha-l, N2:
150 kg ha-l and N3: 225 kg ha-l) as sub plots and
the six nitrogen management practices viz., M1:120
kg N ha-l, M2:180 kg N ha-l, M3: 240 kg N ha-1, M
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120 kg N ha-l + GLM,i) 10 t ha.-1, M5: 180 kg N ha-

l + GLM @ 10 t ha-l and M6: 240 kg N ha-l +GLM
@ 10 t ha-1 imposed in preceding rice crop as main
plots. After harvesting of rice crop, the maize hybrid
(pioneer 30 V 92) seed was dibbled into the moist
soil at the rate of one seed per hill by adopting a
spacing of 60x25 cm, without disturbing the layout
of the experiment. To control the weeds and to
prevent the ratooning from the harvested rice
stubbles one spray of atrazine @ 5 g L-1+ paraquat
@ 10 g L-1 was given on the next day of sowing.

A common dose of phosphorus @ 60 kg
ha-land potassium @ 50 kg ha-1 was applied through
single super phosphate and muriate of potash
respectively, as per the recommendation. Entire
dose of phosphorus and 50% of potassium was
applied at the time of planting. The remaining 50%
of potassium was applied at the time of tasseling
by hill placement. Nitrogen was applied in the form
of urea (46% N) by hill placement as per the
treatments in three equal splits, one each at planting,
knee high stage and tasseling stage. All other
recommended agronomic and plant protection
measures were adopted to raise the crop.
Observations on growth parameters, kernel yield
and stover yield of maize were recorded. Economics
of different treatments were estimated based on
prevailing local market prices of different
commodities.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The maximum plant height of maize was

recorded with application of 225 kg N ha-1 might
be due to cell division and cell elongation as
promoted by nitrogen. Dry matter accumulation
increased significantly with each increment in N
level from 75 to 225 kg ha-1 during both the years
of the study. Dry matter accumulation at tasseling
and at maturity increased significantly with each
increment in N level from 75 to 225 kg ha-1 during
both the years of the study. Adequate nitrogen might
have helped the maize plants to increase their
growth which in turn putforth more photosynthetic
surface, thus contributed to more dry matter
accumulation.

Across the N levels applied to maize, the
plots received 225 kg N ha-1 took significantly less

number of days to reach 50% tasseling and 50%
silking than that at lower levels of N (0 and 75 kg
N ha-1) but, it was on a par with that of application
of 150 kg N ha-1. Ir respective of nitrogen
management given to preceding rice crop during
kharif, the increased levels of N (150 and 225 kg
N ha 1) application to maize hastened up tasseling
and silking during both the years of the study because
of faster growth and development noticed in these
treatments. Similar findings were also reported by
Yadav et al. (1982), Reddy et al. (1988) and Mercy
et al. (2012).

The yield attributing characters viz.,
number of cobs plant-1, number of kernels cob-1,
kernel weight cob-1, and test weight increased
significantly with increase in level of N application
to maize. Application of 225 kg N ha-1 recorded
significantly higher number of cobs per plant and it
was found on a par with that of 150 kg N ha -1

during both the years of the study. The least number
of cobs per plant was noticed with no nitrogen (No)
application to maize. Irrespective of the year of
the study, there was a progressive increase in
number of kernels cob-1 and test weight of maize
with increase in N application from 0 to 225 kg N
ha 1. However, the highest was with 225 kg N ha-

1. The increased level of N might have resulted in
easy and greater availability of N to the crop plants,
which consequently improved the growth
parameters and yield attributes of maize crop.
These findings are in close conformity with those
of Shivay and Singh (2000), Patel et al. (2006),
and Jaliya et al. (2008).

The improvement in yield attributes noticed
across different treatments was reflected in kernel
yield and stover yield of maize. A significant
enhancement on kernel and stover yield was
observed with increase in N level from 0 to 225 kg
N ha-1. The kernel yield (6060 kg ha -1 and 6255 kg
ha-1 during 2008 and 2009, respectively) and stover
yield (6886 kg ha-1 and 6980 kg ha-1 during 2008
and 2009, respectively) was significantly higher with
application of 225 kg N ha-1. Irrespective of the
residual effect of treatments imposed in preceding
rice crop. The similar results were also reported
by Mercy et al. (2012).

2017               Response of maize to different levels of nitrogen in rice 11
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