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ABSTRACT  
   Genetic divergence study of fifty genotypes of rice (Oryza sativa L.) for twelve characters led to 
their grouping in to eight clusters. Shoot sodium content (59.67) showed maximum contribution towards 
genetic divergence followed by shoot potassium content (15.51) and shoot dry weight (9.80). Grain yield 
plant-1 (4.33), plant height (3.59), days to 50% flowering (3.51), 1000 seed weight (2.86), productive tillers 
hill-1 (0.49), root length(0.16) and spikelet fertility percent(0.08) each were noticed to contribute less than 5 
percent towards the total divergence. The maximum inter cluster D2 values was observed between cluster 
VII and VIII followed by cluster I and VIII. 
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