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Indigenous Animal Husbandry Practices In East Godavari District
Of Andhra Pradesh
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A.L. Anderson in his book, “Introductory
Animal Husbandry” says; “The raising of animal is
as old as civilization itself, for our common domestic
animals were domesticated before the beginning of
written history Paleolithic man hunted animals for
food and raiment, his successor, the Neolithic man,
tamed and continued them. It was in the Neolithic
new stone age that man first practiced agriculture,
which included the raising of domestic animals”.

Indigenous implies that the knowledge
originates and is exclusive to an area without
borrowing from or being influenced by knowledge
from outside it.

“Indigenous knowledge functions within the
given socio-economic and spatial boundaries of the
society and plays an active part in the culture of the
population concerned, being preserved,
communicated and used by its members to serve
some purpose in relation to productive activity within
the society” (Bell, 1979).

Indigenous Knowledge (IK) is “local
knowledge” — knowledge that is unique to a given
culture of society. This knowledge is the information
base for a society. Codified in the language of the
society, it facilitates communication and decision
making (Warren, 1989).

Kalyana Sundaram (1990) compiled feeding
practices namely (i) the salted dry flowers of Mahua
(Madhucaindica ) are fed to bullocks (ii) the leaves
of Golo ( Tinnospora cordifolia ) are used as green
fodder. Itis believed that itimproves butter yield.

Venkata Subramanian and Fulzele (1993)
compiled indigenous animal husbandry practices (i)
the feeding of drought animals with half-cooked
agathi leaves ( Sesbania orandiflora ) along with salt
proved to be effective for a sturdy growth of bullocks
(ii) for curing respiratory disorders, dry cough,
bronchitis, ulcers, the use of Kupaimeni ( Acalipa
indica ) is widely acknowledged.

The practices which farmers have adopted
according to their experience are passed on from
one generation to another by word of mouth. These

are known as indigenous practices. The body of
knowledge, science and techniques used by rural
people if well identified and documented can make
an important contribution to the development of
sustainability in dairy production. Keeping it in view
the present study was conducted with an objective
to identify and document Indigenous Animal
Husbandry Practices in East Godavari district of
Andhra Pradesh. Out of five divisions in the district
viz., Kakinada, Rajahmundry, Amalapuram, Tuni and
Rampachodavaram — Rampachodavaram division
was slelected purposively, as all the tribal mandals
are situated in this division. From the total mandals
(7) inthe selected division, one mandal (Maredumilli)
was selected randomly. All the villages in the
slected mandal were considered as the universe for
the study.

Sixty individual interviews with wise farmers
and also a small number of group interviews of upto
15 people were conducted in local language for
getting more reliable information on indigenous
animal husbandry practices from the selected
respondents. The identified and documented
Indigenous Animal Husbandry Practices were
presented systematically in the following
paragraphs.

1. SELECTION OF MILCH ANIMALS :

Tribal farmers were observing the following
characteristics while selecting / purchasing milch
animals. 1) Smooth or thin skinned with strong jaws
(2) Head should be proportionate to size of the body
(3) Legs should be straight and widened (4) If you
observe from the back side of animal, thighs should
be widened and between widened thighs udder
should occupy more space with equal size and
number of teats. All four teats should be in equal
length and size and arranged in square (5) At the
time of milking, the line of milking should be
continuous like thread. Avoid animals which will
show discontinuous line of milking (6) By knowing
number of deliveries, farmers will observe face, teeth
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and horns of the animal. Select those animals which
are having full number of teeth (i.e. 8) and teats
(i.e.4). If animal is lacking any one of the part that
should not be purchased. They believed that seven
teeth and three teat animal can’t improve their status
or not good for their families.

2. BREEDING PRACTICES :
a) Identification of heat period :

Farmers having special knowledge for
knowing heat period (1) Frequent urination (2)
Special sound making (3) Running or movement of
bull around the buffaloes and (5) Coming of Tella
theegalu (vaginal mucus discharge) i.e thread like
white fluid will come from the genital organs.

b) Selection of bulls for mating :

1) The selected bull should be in equal height
(2) Below aged animals will not be selected for
mating. Firstday milkimmediately after deliver did
not give to the calf. Farmers of this area don’t wean
the calf.

c) Post delivery recovery :

Asfoetida (Enguva) 40 gm + garlic 100 gm /
turmeric (pinch) + mustard seed 25 gm is fed to the
animal to recover delivery weakness and to adjust
inner parts of the stomach. This should be fed 3
days after delivery only. Application of turmeric
powder to the cut portion of naval card for both calf
and mother cow. Turmeric powder acts as an
antiseptic.

d) To increase fat content in milk :
Rice bran and gingelly cake is fed to the
animal regularly after delivery.

3. TREATMENT AGAINST ANIMAL DISEASES :
a) To control diarrhoea:

People give unriped fruits of sapota or banana
to the suffering animal twice or thrice in aday. This
practice will give relief to the animal as well as control
diarrhoea.

b) Weaken teeth :

Animals are not able to eat if their teeth
become loose. For this milk of “Calatropis”
(Calatropis gigantia) is rubbed to inner side of the
loosened tooth to strengthen the same.

Sivanarayana et al.

AAJ 58

c) Cold and fever :

250 gm of boiled horsegram + 50 gm of salt
is given to the suffering animal along with slight warm
water for 2-3 days continuously to cure cold and
fever.

d) Constipation:

Ginger 200 gm + 200 gm of garlic is given to
the suffering animal. This treatment cures the
constipation trouble within a day.

e) Stomach enlargement and gastric trouble :

Approximately 10-15 gm of Asfoetida is
dissolved in half liter of edible oil and mixture is given
to the animal to get relief from gastric trouble.

f) Calf fever:
Juice of “neem” (Azadirachta indica) (prepared
with bark powder) is given to the animal for 2-3 days.

g) Throat infection:

Tamarind (50-100 gm) + 3-4 dry chillies + 5-6
soap nuts are mixed with little water and the feed is
given to the animal having throat infection.

h) Flatulence:

Itis locally known as “Kadupu ubbaram”. It is
a very common trouble during monsoon due to
excessive grazing or feeding of green fodder. Animal
feels uneasiness, restlessness and stomach looks
like drum. In extreme case it may cause death of
the animal. (1) The suspension of onion and turmeric
powder mixed in equal quantity in whey milk is given
to the animals. Proportion of whey milk is kept
more than double in volume to the other ingredients
(2) 100 gm of tamarind + 10 gm of black ash + 20
gm salt is given to the animal to control the monsoon
flatulence disease.

The above synthesis indicated clearly that
local farmers has rationale base. These examples,
which contain, not exhaustive, serve to document
the fact that there is a vast store house of knowledge
among the rural people on breeding, feeding,
treatment, management and raising of animals, etc.,
that have been generally neglected and ignored by
the experts.

There is need to reverse the process of
passing on knowledge to the users. It is also
desirable that all related information may be
gathered, synthesized and stored as a database.
Through a network this could be shared.
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