
Performance Evaluation and Cost Benefit Analysis of Barn  
Drying of Chillies 

 
Ch V V  Satyanarayana and C R  Sukumaran 

 Post Harvest Technology Centre, Bapatla 522 101, Andhra Pradesh  

ABSTRACT 
 Large scale drying experiments using chi ll ies in unutil ized tobacco barns indicated 
that the average drying rate is 0.0633 kg/kg.hr. The thermal eff iciency of the barn drying 
system was found to be 8.45%. The cost of barn drying varied from Rs.2.88 to 3.69 per kg 
of dry chi ll i depending upon whether the pod is, thin pericarp type variety or thick pericarp 
type hybrid.  Farmers have to incur an additional cost ranging from Rs.2.11 to 2.76 per kg 
dry chi lli  in barn drying in comparison to farmer’s method which costs only Rs.0.77 to 0.93 
per kg dry chi l l i.   However, the addit ional cost of barn drying can be compensated by 
additional income due to reduced percentage of discolored pods and by the premium price 
offered to the qual ity, particularly for export.   Conversion of unutil ized barns to produce 
qual ity dried chi ll i  has a benefi t-cost ratio of 1.57 and 1.76 for thin pericarp type variet ies 
and thick pericarp type hybrids, respectively in comparison to farmer’s pract ice which has a 
benefi t-cost ratio of 1.28 and 1.51 for thin pericarp type variet ies and thick pericarp type 
hybrids, respectively.   
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