
Effect of Preservation of Mulberry Leaf  on the Development 
of Bacterial Flacherie and on Larval and Cocoon Parameters 

of Silkworm (Bombyx mori L.)  
 

 I Paramasiva, P Rajendra Prasad and N P Eswara Reddy  
Department of Entomology, S V  Agricultural College, Tirupathi 517 502,  Andhra Pradesh 

ABSTRACT 
 Highest larval mortality (59.86%) was recorded when the bacterial flacherie infected larvae were 
reared with leaves without preservation and lowest mortality (49.71%) was recorded when the flacherie 
infected larvae were reared with leaves preserved for 24 h. Maximum larval (1.22g), cocoon (1.02g) and 
shell weights (0.14g) were recorded when infected larvae reared with leaves without preservation and 
minimum larval (0.89g), cocoon (0.84g) and shell weights (0.07g) were recorded when the larvae were 
reared with 24 h preserved leaves. Highest shell ratio of 14.20 per cent was recorded when infected larvae 
were reared with fresh leaves. Lowest shell ratio of 8.3 per cent was recorded when the infected larvae were 
reared with 24 h preserved leaves. 
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