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ABSTRACT 
          Genetic divergence was assessed among 72 genotypes of cotton based on 18 traits using 
Mahalanobis’ D2 statistic, cluster analysis and principal component analysis. Eight and nine clusters were 
obtained for Mahalnobis’ D2 statistic and cluster analysis, respectively. In PCA seven principal components 
were identified, out of which first five principal components explained 76.5% of variability in cotton. The 
principal component analysis (PCA) enabled loading of similar type of variables on a common principal 
component. 
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